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p. 12) Can you add in a sentence at the end of the paragraph to talk about what the Roadville kids did?
done

p. 15, fourth line from the bottom) Stories were 1 per hour or just transgressive stories were 1 per hour?
Heidi: This refers to “one transgressive story per hour on average”.

Re-worded to clarify

p. 20 the paragraph “Most germane to the current point”) This point comes alive after I’ve seen my daughter do the same thing.  At first, she was disturbed by the “baby in the sun” in the teletubbies program.  Yet, she kept on wanting to see it, until after enough exposures, she was no longer afraid of the character and in fact enjoyed seeing the “baby in the sun.”

An aside relevant to various points around p. 19-21 and pp. 24-25) I agree that stories that are told and re-told within a family or community have a very special status.  At different points, it also seems that such stories may be “entered into” in different ways by people of different cultures.  This isn’t about narrative per se, but in a study we did a few years ago, we asked people about “collective memories.” These memories involved stories that are told and re-told within a family or circle of friends. For these memories, we specifically asked about memories that involved an event happening to a family member or a friend, but that the participants themselves were not actually present for.  We asked about imagery associated with such memories. Asian Canadians (as opposed to Euro Canadians) were more likely to “enter into” such collective memories by having imagery of the event from the perspective of the main character.  (Ex. if the collective memory was about the time that their brother scored the winning goal, Asian Canadians were more likely to have memory imagery from the perspective of the brother – rather than having imagery from the perspective of an outside observer or imagery of the brother merely re-telling the story).  The cultural difference only held for the men and not the women, a result that I have no good explanation for. 

Dov, I agree that stories may be entered into in different ways and the example you cite is fascinating.  
p. 21-22) Even if you don’t want to go into details, I think it may be worth a line to note that narratives from television may be used in the same way – with people inserting themselves in the lives of characters and inserting the characters into their own lives (just as with Peter Rabbit).

Further, “participation” in television narratives also relates to the point about people relating and connecting to each other through the narratives presented on television.  I have heard that, for example, kids who don’t watch television end up being somewhat isolated at school, because all the other kids are talking about and sharing TV experiences whereas they (having not seen the shows) cannot do so.  I have no idea if this is actually true or has any scholarly support – though I wouldn’t be surprised if it did.  (This also leaves aside the whole question of self-selection to watch TV or not watch TV, but that’s another issue).
Done and found a way to cite Cindy Clark’s work here regarding chronically ill kids’ use of TV stories/characters to cope with their vulnerabilities.  Added her book to the biblio.
p. 29) Given that Mrs. Lin may have had mixed feelings about re-marrying, I wonder if the Mr. Lin character in the dreams also reflected this.  That is, I wonder if over time Mr. Lin went from being just a neutral observer to becoming a more sympathetic and approving character – reflecting Mrs. Lin’s making peace with her choice.  (That’s complete speculation on my part, obviously).
Excellent point.  Added footnote.
p. 30) Reword as “To Fung, she described her remarriage as ‘selling her soul’…  As written, it sounds like Mrs. Lin might have remarried Fung.

Thanks for catching this!  Re-worded
p. 38) I don’t follow the logic of the second to last sentence. When two parties get together, why does it follow that “it is impossible to predict exactly what will happen”? The extremity of this sentence seems jarring here. Ok to end with, “When the research encounter is regarded….re-invent a set of practices, sometimes both parties are surprised by the stories that come to light”? That is, is it ok to take out the “impossible to predict” clause?

Re-worded.

